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ABSTRACT 



As in most developing countries, education in Kenya 
is reported to have developed through three broad, overlapping 
phases.: traditional, missionary, and governmental as influenced by 
the country's geography, climate, population growth, economy, and 
striving for independence. In the process, long-range educational 
goals have evolved: 1) to provide universal primary education; 2) to 
ensure enough places at the secondary and higher levels for educating 
those with recognized abilities; and, 3) to organize the educational 
system for meeting the country's manpower needs, thus stressing 
expenditures in education as an investment in the Nation's economic 
development. The structure and administration, finance and government 
aid, curriculum and examination elements of this formal system are 
discussed along with educational programs outside the system 
including youth programs, adult education, professional development 
programs, and conservation education. Two highlights of the report 
are: 1) a description of the establishment and development of 
community self-help or Harambee schools; and, 2) a description of the 
1970-74 Development Plan giving rural development top priority and 
setting a goal for making the secondary school curriculum more 
relevant to the country's social and economic needs. Curriculum 
excerpts, a schedule, and selected references are appended; thirteen 
tables of statistical data on enrollments and expenditures are also 
included. (Author/SBE) 



HIGHLIGHTS 



•A former British colony, Kenya became independent on December 12, 
1963. 

•In August 1969 Kenya's population reached 10.8 million. . 

•The country's long-range educational goals are (1) to provide universal 
primary education, (2) to ensure enough places at the secondary and 
higher levels for educating those with recognized abilities, and (3) to 
organize the educational system for meeting the country's manpower 
needs, thus stressing expenditures in education as an investment in the 
Nation's economic development. 

•A major problem for secondary schools is the low percent of form 1 
places available to those who finish primary school. To help alleviate 
this situation, parents and others have joined together to establish 
and maintain so-called "self-help" or “Harambee" schools, a movement 
whose impact is unequaled in any other African country. Receiving no 
Government aid, the Harambee schools in 1967 outnumbered Govern- 
ment-aided schools, and by 1968 many of the better ones received 
Government support and were brought into the maintained system. 

•The 1970-74 Development Plan, Kenya's third, gives rural develop- 
ment top priority, reiterates the Governments long-term commitment to 
achieve universal primary education, and sets a goal for making the sec- 
ondary school curriculum more relevant to the country's social and eco- 
nomic needs. 

•The rise in expenditures by the Ministry of Education over 4 years is 
revealed in the following figures: 

Year Capital expenditures Recurrent expenditures 

1964-65 $1, 269, 784 % 11,059,300 

1968-69 8,283,682 (est.) 21,878,360 (est.) 

•In July 1970 the University of East Africa (its components had been 
three university colleges—one each in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda), 
disbanded to establish a separate university for each of the three coun- 
tries. As a separate entity, the new University of Nairobi is expected, 
under Kenya's 1970-74 Development Plan, to achieve gn undergraduate 
enrollment of 3,433 in 1973-74. 
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Foreword 

The Republic of Kenya gained its independence on December 12, 
1963. From that point on, in common with other newly independent 
African nations, Kenya has been confronting the difficult problems of 
nation building and economic and social development. This .report on 
Kenya's commitment to, education follows the Office of Education's 
earlier reports on education in three other African countries. These 
earlier reports were entitled Education for Africans in Tanganyika 
(Tanganyika merged with the former Zanzibar in 1964 to form the new 
nation of Tanzania), Education in Uganda, and Educational Develop- 
ments in the Congo (Leopoldville) . The Congo (Leopoldville) is row 
known as the Congo (Kinshasa). In a larger framework, this report takes 
its place in the Office of Education's long-established series of publi- 
cations on education in other countries. 

The author of Education in the Republic of Kenya, Dr. James R. 
Sheffield, is Assistant Professor of Education at Teacher's College, Co- 
lumbia University and Director of the College's Center for Education in 
Africa. During the summer of 1962 he worked briefly at the Kenya 
Ministry of Education in Nairobi and from 1965 to 1967 served in the 
Ministry under the auspices of the Ford Foundation. During those 
years he gathered much of the material for the present report. 

The Office of Education and the author wish to thank the officials in 
the Kenya Ministry of Education who supplied documents and litera- 
ture for the study and who otherwise facilitated the author's search for 
pertinent materials. Dr. Sheffield also wishes to express appreciation to 
Mrs. Susanne .Nanka-Bruce and Mr. Peter H. Lary of New York who 
assisted him at several stages in collating the research and reviewing the 
manuscript. 

Robert Leestma 
Associate Commissioner for 
International Education 

in 
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